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Pr following is part of a | Wh 
that was laid before the Meſſen- 
gers, Elders, and Repreſentatives of 
thoſe Churches that conſtituted the 
Annual Aſſembly of General Baptiſts, 
held at their Meeting Houſe in Won 
SHIP STREET, LonDoN, JUNE 11, 1783, 
and by their defire it is now diſtributed 
amongſt moſt of our churches in this 
kingdom, for their conſideration and 
approbation ; with this earneſt requeſt, 
that each of you will, with Chriſtian 
zeal and patience, ſeriouſly and can- 
didly conſider of, and diſcufs theſe im- 
portant propoſitions. And if you think 
they will be productive of the ſpiritual 
welfare of the churches.in general, and 
tend to promote the preſent and future 
happineſs of the members that compoſe 
them, you are deſired to ſend your El- 
ders, or Repreſentatives, to the next 

A 2 General 


FF an 

General Aſſembly, to be held at the 
Baptiſt Meeting Houſe, Worsnie 
STREET, LONDON, on WEDNESD 
and TyussDAY in Whitſun Week, be- 
ing June the ad and zd, 1784. And 
it is hoped that each of them will come 
ſufficiently. inſtructed, and empowered 
by you, to adopt and carry into exegu- 
tion the ſaid plan, with ſuch additions 
and alterations as ſhall then be thought 
prudent to make in it. And may the 
Great Lord of the Vineyard graciouſly 
afford them ſuch divine. helps, in that 
ſolemn aſſembly, as may enable them 
to tranſact theſe important affairs with 
brotherly kindneſs, and Chriſtian con- 
deſcenſion, and abundantly. bleſs and 
crown their labours, by the future hap- 
pineſs and proſperity of his churches, 
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Chriſtian F riends, 


" BELIEVE. that the principles of the 

General Baptiſts are far more conſiſtent 
with the Goſpel of our dear Saviour, his ex- 
ample and precepts, and the practice of his 
primitive followers, than thoſe. of any other 
denomination whatever. And this is a truth 
ſo very clear, that numbers do not ſeruple 
privately to own it; though intereſt, ſhame, 
or prejudice, prevents their embracing of it. 
And this e s what our Great Maſter fore- 
told, that as he was ſo alſo his little flock, as 
well as his precepts and commands, ſhould 
be deſpiſed and neglected of men; who, in 
the general, like the Scribes and Phariſees 
of old, would teach and adhere to doctrines 
and commandments; of their own, rather 
than to thoſe of God. . Yet, notwithſtand- 
ing = * and truth of our principles, 
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I think. 
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T-think the General Baptſt Churches, in the. 7 


Southern parts of this kingdom, are cer- 
tainly in a declining condition, owing to ſe- 
veral cauſes, too diſcernible amongſt us. 
But waving the diſcuſſion of theſe, I would 
earneſtly recommend to your ſerious conſi- 


deration ſome things, which, I think, if 


duly. attended to, and improved by your 
wiſe and prudent deliberations, aſſiſted by 
the good Spirit of our God, will doubtleſs 
anſwer the moſt deſirable and ſalutary pur- 
ſes, in reſtoring to our churches that pri- 
ne unity, love, and zeal, that vita} and 
experimental religion, which hath too long 
been declining amongſt us. And alſo be 
one ce means of enabling many of o 
members to be much more em he Cr 
neration, by putting them in poſſeſſion 
thoſe bleſſings = life, uot which, be 
they ever ſo well diſpoſed; they can neither 
relieve their poor brethren, nor be ſo ufeful 
in their churches, as otherwiſe they might be, 
For though our: cauſe is good, and our 


principles founded ason a rock ; and though 


Chriſt hath ſaid, that the gates of hell ſhall 
never prevail againſt his church; yet, if we 
neglect the means and mercies that he hath 
wed upon us; abuſe his grace, and 
ſight his love, and grow lukewarm in his 
cauſe; we can expect no other than to be 
diſregarded by him. .We: muſt not depend 


upon the ſoundneſs of our faith only, for the 


truth 


. 


truth itſelf will not make us free, unleſs we 
5 2 to it; nor the pureſt principles ſup- 
us, if we do not moſt vigorouſſy act 
conſiſtent with them, and exert ourſelves to 
make our calling and election ſure. Neither 
can we enjoy thoſe bleſſings of liſe, by which 
we may be enabled to do good, to diftribute A 
and communicate, without we vigorouſly ex- "x 
ert ourſelves to obtain them. With as much | 
propriety might the d 2 Fog 
reap without ploughing or ſowing, 
God ach prochifet les ſeed time and har- 
_ veſt ſhall never fail, as for us to expect that 
our churches will increaſe in Chriſtian graces, 
in numbers, and in every comfortable good, 
and flouriſh, without our 0 our utmoſt 
endeavours, to bring about ſo defirable a 
purpoſe.” And therefore it is that I wiſh you 
to exert yourſelves, that the following plan, 
with ſuch additions as you ſhall think proper 
to make, may be printed, ſent to, and ear- 
neſtly recommended to all the General Bap- 
tiſt Churches in this kingdom. 
And firſt, I would recommend that this 
aſſerably meet earlier in the morning, at the 
uſual day and place; and if it be thought 
neceſſary to have a ſermon firſt, as is uſual, 
let the miniſter appointed to preach it 'begi 
the ſervice exactly at half paſt nine o'clock. 
And as foon as he has finiſhed, let ſome 
friend open the affembly with à fuitable 
prayer. And the: Chairman and m 


(8.1 
being choſen; and alſo two perſons to act az. 


Repreſentatives to the ſeveral queſtions, &c. 
And the minutes of the laſt aſſembly being 
read and confirmed, let the chairman call 
over the churches in order, and let the ſe- 
veral queſtions which follow, with as many 
others as you ſhall think proper to add, be 


aſked each of them ſeparately, and let their 
anſwers be all ſet down by the clerks, and 


alſo ſuch remarks and recommendations as 


you ſhall think e to Tan ant the _ 


5 the church. | 0 


£ 


8 have you in your church? 


By the anſwer to this queſtion it will appear if the 
Church. is in want of Miniſters, or if they have any 
more than are neceſſary. If one of our Churches was 
aſked, I ſuppoſe they would anſwer two Paſtors and one 


Miniſter. : Should they be afked if they could ſpare one, 
I ſuppoſe they would anſwer yes, we have a promiſing 


young Minifter amongſt us, whom we believe capable 
of þeing ,uſeful in any ſociety that ſhould want him, 
and wethink that he would be willing to ſerve them, if 
IIS fituation'? in — could be there UE 


far him. *r 1 | 1 


85 18 


maintained in your church * 


11 they ſhould n in the negative, this 3 ü 
Ls an opportunity for advice, &c. I believe the Diſ. 
Ty formerly were very ftrit in maintaining it, and 


| they 


Queſtion I: What Paſtors, Miniters, = 


OFT U. N ſtrict FDI ain 


* * 


clerks, in minuting down the anſwers of the 


3 19 1 


5 they flauriſhed, und new churches were raiſed almoſt as 
* ſlaſt as they now Heceline Let us try and maintain ſtrict 
| ' ſoriptare diſcipline as they didy there can be no great 
danger of loſing by it (ſays a great man) but 4 great 
probability of 1ts 3 good pur poſes. 4 
The Quakers have no proviſion amongſt them for 5 
what we call inſtruction, but vice ſeems reſtrained, and 


their Jocieties, maintained i in their rey order wad 
** their bo, noon | 5 


nog $73 Fit tho 10 

"Queſtion . mithe old uf God tat- 
edly and 9 adminiſtered among 
your. 


* 77 


If it is Hot, at the ate. 


.* 


Queſtion IV. Do your members make 


good their places among you at the ſtated 
times of publick worſhip, and at the Lord's 


Supper? 
If not, as is too much the caſe, particularly in the 


morning of the Lord's day, this es wal tht 1 
en lere. ES; > 2, 


| Queſtion v. Hege you ay Nd 
or prayer meetings, amongſt you? 


If they ſhould anſwer in the negative, let ** be 
:adviſed to eſtabliſh them. If in the affirmative, let 
them be asked, if choupht proper, what advantages 

_ +avg accrued ts their church from them. I think they 
have been exceedingly uſeful, and I have reaſon to be- 
lieve they have been attended with much good to the 
Theke to which I belong in geveral, and in particular 

lieve they have been 9 great means, * * 
Or 


! 


CITE amongſt us fix miniſters 10 
the courſe of CG years. And 5 reaſon to re- 


joiĩce in the preſent promiſing appearance of ſome young 
men that — our — bu. and prayer meetings, 


ſo that I can ne Loew . Py N and 
Nen orre 


Quveſtion VI. 15 a er Sie 4d to the 


improvement of youth, and are the promiſ- 


ing ers Tor the Se * and. Wou- 


raged ? 


If not, let it 10 ** for this ſeems to be 
the moſt probable way, by the blefing of Providence, 
= raiſing up a — of uſeful miniſters amongſt 


© Queſtion VII. ee ite mi 
9 attended to with brotherly. care 1 
kindneſs ? | 


This I think is a neceſſary queſtion, and if we wiſh 

** hear our dear Redeemer and Judge ſay to us at 7 
reat day, Come ye bleſſed Hol Father, &c. Ke. I 

thin we ſhall all readily make this enquiry, that ſo if 
any of our poor are neglected, the cauſe may be known; 
and if it ſhould appear that the moſt opulent in ſome of 
our churches are not able to ſupply the wants of thefr 
poor brethren, let ſome of the neighbouring churches 
. who ate able contribute thereto. And as our poor bre- 
. thren do not enjoy a ſufficiency of the bleſſings of this 
life-as to enable them to attend this — it will be 
ſome comfort and conſolation to them, to nd A hy vy 
not forgotten by thoſe that have. 


[mw] 


veſtion VIII. Is church on the 
increaſe or decline, | oy 


If 09 te decline enquire th cauſe, | 


| Queſtion Th Did your church meet to- 
gether to conſider what bufineſs you had to 
bring before this aſſembly, and what things 


might tend to the intereſt and advancement 
of religion ? 5 


1 thiok every An ſhould 1 meet et together to chuſe 
repreſentatives, and to take care that they are enabled 
to anſwer all the queſtions; and by aſcing this queſtion 
| 2 _—_ T thin our 6 V ang will ee to 


 Quettion x. | 13 there ſpecial buſineſs 
from your church . 11 


{4% * 


; 1 would alfo — that the aſſembl endea- 
vour to cultivate afreſh the correſpondence that once 
ſabliſted between them and the church at Charles- 
Town, South Curoline 3 and alſo with thoſe at Dublin.” 


” 


* 


1 think. it ale er a Wlosdie pur- 
poſe, if there can be found one or two good 
f achers amongſt us, who can leave their 
neſs; or who have none, let them yearly 
viſit and preach to all the churches through- 
out this kingdom, and let their expences be 
id them by the churches. I think we 
have gag had png of 'the utility of this. 


B 2 | After 


12 1 


After theſe queſtions of a religious nature 
have been ere and. propet᷑ advice and 
recommendations given to all the churches 
as it appears nece I would recommend 
that all the diffęrent churches be called 
over the ſecond time, and each of them afked 
the following queſtions, of a temporal na- 
ture, and that their anſwers be all! minuted 
down by the clerk, the ſame as before: 

For I cannot but think that this lan, if 

roperly attended to, will be the means of 
wich fach a trading connection amongſt. 
us, as will be attended with many advan- 
tages to us. The manufacturers of auy 
commodity will know where to find the ven 
ders; and the vender will knoy where to 
buy his goods on tlie beſt terms. Faris, 
ſhops, &c. to be let, and the good" ſitua- 
tions for buſineſs, will be known to thoſe 
that want them, & c. Mer 'thofe mutual 
offices, Which oug i a ys. to; * 
tween each other, w t up, and 
encouraged by intereſt : : el as principle. 
—Þ thick with an eminent ininiſter, ho ex- 
preſſes himſelf thus, that religion and huſi- 
neſs ſhould go hand in hand together. Like 
St. Paul, I think, we:ſhould fay, not ſloth- 
ful in buſineſs, but Ielvtatcn: irc Wy 
the Lord. 14 5h 5 „ 485 
„1 wiſh it were wo vower of all bi 
Chriſtian brethren; to provide things honeſt, 
| *. 7 in the ſight of the Lord, but alfo 


E in 


all men, eſpecially to thoſe of the! houfhok] 


(i igt I 


in the ſight; of men; and not only W pgo- 
vide for thernſelves, and thoſe. of their own- 
houſhold, but that they had ſuch a ſuſſi 
ciency, as would enable them to de good to 


— faith; to be rich 1 2 to 41 
ibute and communicate to ing 

fella. creatures, to- He à un b uſeful vas 
their. generation, and ta the eburch, ar: 


churches, to which they belong. 


20 Judd 5 05 21% nag 


mandfiforers among” 9 a,” A and what he 7 
A 4 '$4 th 
cprmunodity manbfactured, if $515 7 = * big] : 


, | 20 idw n 55 abt Is 20 160 271 1 

1 underfidnd that: ſome of nu friends in Derbyſhire! 
have lead mines; Marble quarries, „Kc. Otbers in 
Nottinghamſhire, Leiceſterſnire, c. manufaftuce ho 


ſiery, as” ſtockings,” gloves, c. & c. And in War- 


wicleſhire, ribbands; - &c. In Berkſhire, lace. : Ins 
Vorleſhire and Notfalk, :cloth,:coarſe-cloaths;: Se. In 
Staffordſhire," hardware tous, nails, & In Harte» 
fordſhire; «canvazz; curtain, blinds, &. I Kent, 
ſailcloutis, worſted, paper, H, .. 
In Lineolaſhise they. grow hemp and dane Kt. In 
Kent and Suſſex, hops, &c. 4 nt honed? 
Now by the anſwers to theſe queſtions, our plumbers 
2g know., of hom to, get their lead on "the beſt 
ms, as they, ſell it either in ore or ſmelted; our ma- 

70 vert marble ; gur drapers, hvhers, ſhopkeepe rs, 
&c. their cloth, cloaths,. ſtockings, gloves," Pele 
bands, dare ge, canvas, curtains; Ms a 

e een 1 18 1 awtad » fy bed 

120 19 ane 2980219 a6) Nen a 
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-Quetion II. What are the names of 4 
tradeſmen belonging to your ſociety, and 
what 'their occupations ? - i 11d 2k 


* 
13 * 7 b Tx __ - 


By the anſwer to this our 5 3 ani will know 
hho apply to for ſale of their goods; it giving the 
ſawe opportunity to the manufacturer, as the oth * 
queſtion does for the vender to apply to them. And 
bad this been known five years ago, one of our manu- 
facturer might have maintained his credit, without be- 
ing forced, as be was, to apply to his benevolent fellow / 
Chriſtians for relief. 

For the American war commencing he could not 
vend his: goods, ud though thete was people amongſt 
us that would have ſold them for him, he did not know. 

how to find them out, nor they him ; nay ſeveral pound: 
were laid out for curtains for our meeting, to a perſon 
that we were not at all obliged to, whilſt our ſuffering 
brother could not vend thoſe he mariufaAuuted.” 1; 7 

«By theſe anſwers,” friends in Yorkſhire, Ke. will 
know to whom to apply to buſineſs done in the 
—_— * without the expence and 8 of! 
Such = caſe as this happened lately. 
mrees; tradeſmen, farmers, tc, can deal == 
on . on the beſt terms, without merchants, N 
tors, &. being employed , between them, who: ge 
rally make a conſiderable advantage, which will.on all 
fall ta the ſhare of ee farmers, un. 
rs, . Os" go Mled hag tns.: 


WY . 
a * 


- Queſtion UI. 15 che Ke Fans: e 3 
or buſineſs of any. Kind, f0 be dilpaſed 0. 
among Jou; dee ppoprogad 1 1430 9 112d 22 8 


„ * 061109 eva uber ital. 
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Had this boon known by all the-churches before, it 
is more than probable that two very good ſhops for 


* (in 10975 the dccupiers, who were Baptiſts, got 
thouſands) ; aim have been in the occupation of 


ſome. 


) might 


Pu 


x 94 


ſame of our friends, bot are now in the hands of. per- 

ſons not connected with us. Many other good Hu- 

tions for buſineſs have been loft amongſt us, when in- 

duſtrious members of other churches have been in want 

of them. And as fimilar things may en, e's us 
| ee e e eee 5 


veſtion IV. Are there any TY 
EE ou that are waiting GP e 
. t. 


will ſuit chem 5 fi 
\ Weſtin v. Is ae ders or mi- 
es among you Ene "Want ho Arete 0 
other ſervants * 


For wait of 1 who tas | is | among our own, 
people that want apprentices, &c. our youth are often 
Put to ſuch maſters as take no care of their morale, 


| which has too often been PO with * a 
8 


/ Queſtion VI. Are there any youths. fie 
Ga apprentices,” or other ſervants * want 


" among you? | — 


And the neceſſary collections havi ng been i 
received from the repreſentatives, as they 508 
were called over, let the meſſengers and on 

Wat. See ugg 93 Tae 


- Theſe queſtions being aſked, and ; as mate | 
cchera as you think proper to add, and the 75 
anſwers to them, and every other particular 1 
being minuted down by the clerk, let it be 


ſtrongly | 


g— en _— —, — — 
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1 as ] 
recommended to the churches; that 
*they;oblerye” and endeavour, to the uſer: 
OF. their poytr,.to put them in practice. 
Deſie them to meet together every per, 
to appoint one er two proper perſons to 


a book, in which all the buſinęſs of this kind 
58 d0 be f ered, 1 think all the Bufheſs 


done at the aſſembly, the manufatturers, 


tradeſmen's names, occupations, the" farms, 
Mops, and buſineſs to be diſpoſed of, the 
perſons wanting buſineſs, places, and of 
what kind they want, the different letters 


ſent to them and their anſwers, and every 


other particular, ſhould be entered. 
Delſire them to eſtabliſn quarterly moet 
ings, ſimilar to thoſe in Eaſt and Weſt Kent, 
and other places, where as many churches as 
lye contiguous to each other meet together. 
Let the regiſter keepers carry their books to 
cheſe meetings, and let them take particular 
account of the buſineſs brought before them, 
and ſend it to every other quarterly due mg 
in the kingdom, by which means the buſineſs 
to be diſpoſed of, &c. &c. would be known 
to all ee friends four times a year. 


ſon be appointed every 
aſſembly 10 wo drew fp a circular letter of ad- 
monition, advice and inſtruction, &c. for 
the uſe of churches, againſt the next aſſem- 
Sly, and if it be there 1 let it be 
Printed and diſperſed among the churches, 
wich the tranſactions of the aſſembly. 


Bo Let 


% Jf 


Wet: r perſons be appointed to corret᷑t 
* ah of the r and to prepare 
them for the preſs, and let him get a ſuffi- 
cient number printed to ſend five, ten, or 
3 to every church in the kingdom, ac- 
* to the number of members in them. 


there be no other buſineſs to do, let 
— —_— be dini with a ſuitable 
I ſuppoſe love of you will ſay, that the 
execution of this Plan will be attended with 
trouble and ,Fown it. And L aſk, 
if you can accompliſh. your own buſineſs 
without? You. will/anſwer in the negative. 
And can we give ourſelves trouble, and put 
ourſelves to expence, to execute our own 
concerns, and 'ſhall we do neither for the 
cauſe of our maſter Chriſt, ho did ſo much 
for us, and for the good of our fellow Chriſ- 
cians, fellow: creatures,” the riſing genera- 
tion, and for the proſperity of the church, 
or churches, to which we belong? I hope 
better things, my friends, and ſhall therefore 
propoſe tlie following plan, to carry theſe 
deſigns into execution. 
It. Let proper perſons he! appointed to 
viſit all the churches in the kingdom, to per- 
„ eee Ts 
ſe friend Boorman be deſired to viſit 
the; churches in Kent. Friend Everſhed, 
thoſe in Suſſex and Hampſhire. Friend Dan 
TOO thoſe: in Yorkſhire, Friend John 
C Deacon, 


Hertfordſhire, and Berkſhire. 
Kingsford, thoſe in Middleſex, Eſſex, and 


[ 18 ] 


Deacon, thoſe in Derbyſhire, Nottingham- 
ſhire, Warwickſhire, Staffordſhire, Nor- 
thamptonſhire, Huntingdonſhire, &c. Friend 
Finch, thoſe in Norfolk and -Cambridge- 
ſhire. Friend Boyce, thoſe in Lincolnſhire. 


Friend Fenn, thoſe in Bu amſhare, 


riend 8. 


der F riend Toulmin, thoſe in the "Weſt 
ngland, e. . 

1 if from any unforeſeen a any of 

theſe perſons ſnould be unable to undertake 


it, deſire them to write immediately to the 
committee, appointed by you to tranſact che 
neceſſary buſineſss. 


2d. Then let it be dk chat 
the miniſters, or other ſuitable perſons, in 
the different churches, do attend the perſon 
ſo ſent, to the next neighbouring church, to 
aſſiſt them in perſuading of that church to 
comply with this requeſt; as for inſtance, 
ſuppoſe friend Boorman was now at Dover, 
let their miniſter attend him to Deal; and 
having done their buſineſs there, let the Do- 
ver miniſter go back, and the Deal minitter 
attend Mr. Boorman to the next . 
and fo: on, &c. 


3d. Let one thouſand of chen plans; wich 
the perſons names whom you have ap ed 


to viſit the churches, together with your 
recommendations, &c. be printed, and ſent 


| 0 all the churches 1n'the kingdom, five, ten, 


. 


or 
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or twenty, to each church, according to th: 
number of. members, that ſo they may be 
prepared to meet and aſſiſt thoſe perſons no- 
minated by you to call upon them. 

4th. Recommend to the churches, 25 
opulent fellow /) Chriftians in connection with 
us, that they exert themſelves to make a li- 
beral collection for defraying the expences 
attending the execution of this plan, and 
that they do pay the ſame unto thoſe perſons 
that are appointed by you to viſit them, or 
to: ſuch perſons in London whom you ſhall 
nominate to receive it, and that it be paid to 
them on or before the aſſembly next enſuing. 
F th. Appoint a committee of two or three 
perſons, whoſe places of reſidence are not far 
diftant from each other, to anſwer letters, 
and tranſact the other buſineſs that may be 
neceſſary. to be done, to forward this work, 
before the next aſſembly. And if from any 
unforeſeen cauſes, any of the perſons deſired 
to viſit the churches cannot do it, let this 
committee write to, and get it done, by ſuch 

rſon or perſons as ſhall appear to them to 
Lo beſt qualified for the purpoſe. 

And 2 we have men amongſt us qualified 
for this buſineſs, and alſo men whom Pro- 
vidence hath bleſſed with plenty, I hope they 
will chearfully contribute towards the ex- 
pence that may attend the execution of theſe 
deſigns ; and, I think, that if you are pleaſed 
to put them in execution, you will find per- 
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favs ec nat willing 0 g and perſuade 
the churches to * 5 and others as 
willing to contribute x Ing AG re 


ern &c. 
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W Libed: Jefus chen be 
with you all, Amen. 14.3; 

N. B. In the letter of the proceedings of 
the Aſſociation of Miniſters, &c. held at 
Nottingham June the 11th and rath, 1788, 
it is ſaid, that this plan in general gains 
the approbation of the aſſociation, and it 1s 
agreed to read it to the ſeveral churches, ta 

fee if they wilt the ſame." .: 

And one af the moſt” eminent miniſters 
amongſt our Calviniſt brethren, ſpeaking 
it in a letter to a friend, ſays, I — 4 the 
prudence and benevolence "bf the: plan you 
wiſh our affociations to adopt. 0 there- 
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—_—— Beloved Brethren, Ps Fa 
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HE laſt 9 Afſembly, to 1 "0H 

& - this plan was preſented; not having 
e ſufficiently to diſcuſs and carry it into 
execution ; and thinking alſo that à con. 
derable expence might be ſavod, if the 
churches could be prevailed upon by letter 
to adopt it, inſtead of ſending perſons to 
each church, as mentioned in it, agreed to 


tequeſt the propoſer of it to print it, and 


ſoind it to all the churches. In compliance 
heretao, he will endeatour to ſend ſome co- 
pies to every ſociety that he hath any Know- 
ledge of, and if any ſhould be omitted; ei- 
ther through ignorance of them, or by mi- 
ſtake, thoſe churches near, who have them, 
are deſired to ſend them one. And further, 
each; church is earneſtly defired to ſend a 
letter to William Kingsford,” of Barton Mill, 
near Canterbury, and that before the 25th 
day of April, 1784, containing their reſo- 
lutions hereon, together with the names of 
their Elders, Miniſters, Deacons, &. the 
en of their members; names and occu- 
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pations of their manufacturers, tradeſmen, 


&c. and as many other particulars as is 
b proper to add. 


Win o 97,4151 | | | ;F 
* Permit me to PT you; my dear 3 
of the ſtate of our churches in time paſt; 
When our forefathers were forced to aſſemble 
together, for the purpoſes of religious wor- 
ſnip in the moſt loneſome and ſolitary pla- 
ces ; when, for the ſake of a good con- 
ſcience, and thoſe ſacred truths of the goſ- 
pel which we profeſs, » perſecutions and fines, 
impriſonments and bonds, ſtripes and death, 
awaited: them. Yea, they counted not their 
hives ſo dear to themſelyes as thoſe precious 


truths which they have handed down to us, 


their poſterity. For it then pleaſed the Al- 
mighty to dig and prune our churches by 
his judgments. But when the glorious re- 


volution took place in theſe kingdoms; per- 
ſecution ceaſed, and our churches, refined in 
the furnace of affliction, were proſperous and 


happy; and ſince that time it may indeed be 
ſaid, that God hath hedged us about by his 
Providence, and watered and refreſned us 
by his mercies. But, alas where are the 
dae fruits 
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fruits he might juſtly expect? 'Surely the 
words of Chriſt to his churches of old, art 
applicable to us. Be watchful and ſtrengthen 
the things which remain that are ready to 
die. For 1 have not found thy works per- 
fect before God. Remember therefore how 


thou haſt received and heard, and hold faſt 


and repent, leaſt I fight againſt thee with 
the ſword of my mouth. And ſhould we be 
accuſed in that awful day- of retribution, 
which will ſurely come, of neglecting and 
lighting theſe truths and privileges, which 
our progenitors ſo dearly prized,” what ſhall 
we anſwer. O therefore let us ſtir up our- 
ſelves to take hold upon God, to ſeek” his 
face, and to give him the glory due unto his 
name. Let us ſet up in our hearts a pillar 
of gratitude to the Lord our God, and not 
be ſo ungrateful and fooliſh as to trifle with 
the valuable truths, opportunities, and means 


of grace, which he in great mercy hath af- 


ſorded us: But, as members of the body of 
Chriſt, let us vigorouſly exert ourſelves; 
and by every neceſſary means, endeavour to 
ſupport the life and ſpirit of religion in our 
different ſocieties, for the proſperity of which 
meas 5p 4 $15 I FIv we 
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we evghOto be moſt ardently concerned t> 
yield our beſt powers, and manifeſt our moſt 
active endeavours, that ſo glorious and va- 
luable an end may be accompliſhed. And 
J hope if this plan is carried into execution 
with becoming ſpirit, that by the bleſſing 
of | Almighty. God it will contribute to the 
growth of our Redeemer's kingdom arnongſt 
us, and be greatly conducive to e 
Ba e e ef LET, 
Sire me lere! . es. 0 
mamas advantages that may accrue, for 
we arg 0 manifeſt: our love to: God, by 
ſeeking each dchers temporal, as well as ſpi+ 
ritual. geod and the joining the one with 
cht other, will doubtleſs tend to keep. alive 
gur ſentiments in the moſt important mat- 
rv; it vill be a double ſpur to our alactity; 
the means ef enabling many of our mem- 
bers! to bg more en ra 
uſeſl, nnn YT.SC 21 Nu) 
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quaintance with one another, which this 

plan will be productive of, a ſpirit of 1 . 
intercourſe will take place amoũgſt us, an 

, that not on a confined, but on a moſt wide 
and extenſive bottom. N 
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Add to this he encouragement it will give "8 
to the riſing generation to be connected wit 2 
our ſocieties ; for when they obſerve our mu- 
tual love for, and our good offices one to 
another, and ſee their intereſt in both worlds 
ſo carefully attended to, it can but ſtimulate 


chem to join with, and ſtrongly attach them 7 
to our churches. A 1% pet b | 
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The utility of thus; joining the buſineſs of 
fe and religion together, is moſt ſtrikingly 
© manifeſted in the Quakers ; a people exten- 

five in their acquaintance, ſucceſsful in their 
buſineſs, diſtinguiſhedly uſeful one to ano- 
ther as a body : And all this owing to ſimi- 


lar connections in religion and' buſineſs with 
that now propoſed. 


And now, Chriſtian friends, my fervent 
. is, that both miniſters and people would 
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gently to attend to tho e parts of this buſi- 
nels, , in. which your. afliſtance 1s neceſſary, 
And that your elders, or repreſentatives, 
come prepared. to aid and aſſiſt at the next 
general aſſembly, in further promoting. the 
glory of. our Redeemer” s kingdom ; and the 
happineſs and proſperity, of all our churches, 
And let it be the feryent prayer of every one 
of us, that Zion's God will go before us, 
and make our way proſperous ; that. he will 
build up the walls of our” Feruſalem, and 
make peace and proſperity to dwell therein; 
that our candleſtick may be of pure gold, 
that ſo:the Lord Jeſus may delight to walk 
in the midſt of us, and to bleſs us, and that 
the only conteſt amongſt -us may be, who 
al excel in love and "as to man- 
ind. | 
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; . . Nowꝛ unto him that is able to- keep us 
BY iow. falling, and to preſent us, faultleſs 
þ before 
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Saviour, be glory, and majeſty, dominion 
and power, both now and for ever. 


Y - -. 
* 

4 - 
, n 

1 

4» | þ 

#.% 4 

* 3 A « 40. 
34 4 4 * GY * 
6 a / "RS. 
« 5 < 
= 
, 


a, _ 
us ©.» 
* 


. * 


„ 
gn 
* 


1 * 0 
* 2 


2 V4 


rs 


* 


* 
- 


42 


- 


. 


Fx 


A 4 * 


= * 
ne 
Fan 


* PR 1 


